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Mamoru 


Nanami’s 


Nanami Momozono 


A high school student 
who was turned into 
a Icamisama by the 
k tochigami Mileage. > 


The shinshi who serves 
Nanami now that she’s 
the new tochigami. 























•Momozono is a high school student who was evicted from her home when 
Kerdad skipped town. 

Sne’meets.th e tochigami Mikage in a park, and he leaves his shrine and his kami 
her. 

Nqvy Nananii spends her days with Tomoe and Mizuki, her shinshi, and with 
iri and Kotetsu, the onibi-warashi spirits of the shrine. 

After holding ' a-festival at her shrine, Nanami starts to really feel her duty as 

samaT"Shep|? yS?|attendin g the big kami conference in Izumo. The head kami 
e^oo nference^Okunmushi yasks her to deal with some issues at the gate to the 
l^UjE^^dy B^mStS a ^f resolving the problem, Nanami and the human 
ii iliit<5 fall in! 


Okuninushi 


Story 

so 

far 
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Y°« 


EAT THE 
POOP IN 
THE LAW 
OF THE 
PEAP. 


if you 

EAT IT, 
yOU'LL 
NEVER BE 
ABLE TO 
RETURN 
TO OUR 
WORLP. 


THE 
LANV 
OF THE 
VFAV? 


OF 

COURSE, 

IP you 

WANT 
TO JOIN 






ARB YOU 
OKAY?! YOU 
HAVBN'T 
ROTTBV 
A\NAY?! 


YOWRB 

ALL 

RIGHT 
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WHAT'S . 
GOING ON? 


THIS... 
WASN'T 
WHAT I WAS 
EXPECTING 
AT ALL 


US INTO 
THE 
W4TER. 






SHE PELL 
AROUNP 


WHERE 
PIP THAT 
OIRL GO? 


SHEESH... 
THANKS TO 
HER, I'VE 
OOT EXTRA 
WORK. 


/ STOP 
1 PLAINS 
j AROUNP. 


OH NO, 
IT'S TIME 
ALREAPy 


HASN'T 

THE 

HIRASAKA 
INCIPENT 
BEEN 
SETTLER 
, yET? 


AND WHAT 1 
ARE YOU 
WEARING? J 
















SHOULD'VE 
TOLD 
ME you 

COULDN'T- 


ANYWAY, 
THINGS WILL 
BE FINE CUZ 
I'M HERE. 


FINP THE 
EXIT 
TO OUR 
WORLP 



























HOW 

PARE 

you' 


YOU'Re 

NOT 

SURE. 


TELL 
ME W WO 

you 

ARB, YOU 
JERK/ 


I'M 

N4NWMI 

MOMO- 

ZONO/ 





WAITINO 
for you 


...HUMAN 

KAMI 

ANP 

PARTY 


KJR/HtTO. 


I'VE HE ARP 
\ THAT NAME I 
SOMEWHERE 


[KIRIWT0. 


YOU'RE 
A HUMAN. 
HOW VO 
YOU- 


"LET'S 00" 
MEANS... 
YOU KNOW 
WHERE 
TO 00? 









-Mello. 

I'rv> Julie-t-ta 
Suzuki. 

Thank you .for 
picking up 
Volume 8 o£ 
Kat\nisa(\na Kiss! 

f-t’s wiirvter 
while I'rvo 
wri-tinc, -this. 

I like winter. 
Ma&e, hot -tea, 
and Baths are 
G,rea-t, the 
•Put on is nice, 
and I car\ wear 
Boots! I have a 
kcrta-tsu as 
well, and I'm 
happy. I'm really 
happy -that 
Volume 8 
comes out in 
such a happy 
season. "Thank 
you so much. 

I'll e»e even 
happier i-P you 
enjoy reading 
-this volume! 






THERE ARE 
ALL 5-ORT$ 
OF 8EINO£ 
WANPERINO 
THI£ 

OORRIPOR. 


WATOH 
yOUR 5TER 
HUMAN 






*njfnroni 

























IMANAMI 
M0MO 
Z ONO. 


uc'c 

KIRIHITO, 
A HUA/WN 


WE'P LIKE 
YOU TO 
SHOW US 

the my 

OUT OF 











SORROWED 
THE FORM 
OF A 

PERSON IN 
YOUR HEART 


MY OWN 
FORM 15 
NO MOR5. 


: ...MAY NOT : 
ACCOMPANY: 







i o’ |i 





mirno- 
6AM WILL 
4AVEME 


he ie> 

HUMAM, 

YET 

HUMAM 

MO 

LOMOER. 


SPIRIT 15 
RE5IPIM5 
IM A 
HUMAM 
OORP5E. 


r 

7 17117 


/ you MOT 


REALIZE, 


HUMAM 


KAMI? 

m 




30 











RETURN 
TO YOUR 
OWN 
WORIC 


you 

HAVE NOT 
COMPLETEIV 
BECOME A 
KAMI yET 









\ 




//\, 1 CAN’T JUST 

vrv -&P m e r - 

\.)WHENI sp 

^ Jp 

QON’TicNovz *r-> 


ANYTHING^ X\ |!\\ 

rv 

\ /^T. , \ v 

\ f I 














NOT4URE 


THIS IS 
WH4T IT 
TASTES 
LIKE. 


A/IOTOMURAWS 
STEAMER 
PORK BUN. 








lailal 



ISN'T GONNA 



































ME PINPj 
KIRIHITO= 






X WA4 IN 
THE COW 
PAWN?**. 


HELLO?' | 





i 



;/ CAUGHT IN M W 
f\ AVALANCHE 
HALFWAyUP 
THE MOUNTAIN 

i f \ ‘v 


I HELP ON 
FOP A FEW 
PAVE, BUT MY 
BOPyJUET 
PEACHEPITE 


NICE TO 
MEET YOU. 
I'M miHITO 
MOHBI. 


...ANPCOT 
TPAPPEPIN 
THE ENOW. 


AW, WELL.} 
TUI414 THE 

Finer me 

I'VFDIFD 


Y...eoi\ 

PANICKED 
ANPU4EP 
UP ALL MY 
ENEQCy. I, 


...AMP 

THEY 

APB 

4TILL 

FfZAIL 

8PIN6*. 


IT HA* 
BPPN 
*PVPfZAl. 
HUNPPPP 
YPAB* 
*INCP I 
UA4TMDT 
A HUMAN 
... 


HUMAN] 

EOUL. 








...I've 

30T0NB 

newer. 


i wouip've 
eeeNNiceu 
if i mew it 

WA4MYLA4T 

mNcero 

talk to hbr. 


PROBABLY 

FeeLt ree 

4AN\e WAY 



..MV MIGHT 
BE BLAMING 

\ 

NBRGeLF. 

^_ 
















...tiuce 

1EA4T 

trot?. 


BURIED IN 
TNESNOW, 
AND CAN'T 
MOVE 


...BUT 
MAYBE 
YOU CAN 
USE IT. 


SO WIU. 
YOU TELL 
MY MOM 
FOB ME? 


r 



I - 

..ANPM\ 
40UE 14 
4TU04 
IN TH/4 
FOUNTAIN 

1 

L 


A 



















THAT 3 * 
HOW I 
FELT. 


I KNEW 

this wag 

GOING TO 
HAPPEN 


...ANP WAG 
GHOPT 
WITH HIM. 


PONT 

woppy. 

THEPOGTOP 
GAIP HE'LL 
WANE UP 











'itsT 

felt 

mm. 


<s 

; - 

~^7 Jjl| 

you i 
enpuuep 

IT ALL. 

ALONE \ ■ 

rim* 

(|yiiy|j| 

\ —70 ^TOlgifO s&\ / x^u iS®Bf 

\r<f " 7 TUAPPEP IN 

y A==r^ / THE ENOW 

S /7X A/ ^- / IT . 

!/// // /7 / k?/v£ 

/ / // r^-y ««£0fl9ir | rr/M£ 



/\r f^y\ awful \ j 






















FVFN THE 
PO&ON OF 
THE LAN? 
OF THE 
PPAP 
OANNOT 
PF4TPOV 
MY &OPY. 


WHAT SHOULD 
WE 70, 

m M-ow- 

SflMfl? 





THE VBAV 
BBLOU& 
IN THE 
LAW OF 
THE VBAV. 

















•; Y-V 






THE HELL 
ARE YOU 
V0\U&7! 


named 

TOMOE IS 
ALREADY 
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NOT THINK 
THE MALLET 
WAS STILL AT 
THIS SHRINE. 


NANAMI- 
SAMA WAS 
rROBABLY 
GOING TO 
TAKE IT WITH 


GROW PIG 
OR SMALL, 


MONEY MV 
TREASURES 
ARE 

PLOWING 
LIKE WATER. 






imm 

HAS 

HASHED!' 


4' SOME 
> THING 
4 TERRI 

4? ble 

>/ HAS 
\~7 HAP" 
>/ PENED! 


WE 4 
HAVE 
JUST RE / 
CEJVED A 
MESSAGE 
FROM 
OTO- 
HJKO- 
SAMA 






THAT 
H AH AMY 
SAMA IS 
M\SS ING \ 
m THE 
LAND OF 
THE DEAD 





MIZUKI- 

p ono ms 

SOME¬ 
WHERE 
ELSE ON 
ANOTHER 
ERRANP. 


NO ONE 
SEEMS 
TO KNOW 
WHERE 
SHE IS. 


" f \ W, 1 

I SENT 
HER TO 
THE KAMU- 
HAKARt. 
HOW THE 
HELL PH? 
SHEENV 
UP IN THE 
LANE OP 
THE REAP?! 





WE'RE 

LEAVING. 


...GET 

THAT 

FOOL 

BACK. 














Excuse me 
for mating 
you wait, 
izanami- 
sameow. 


What’s the 
meowtter? 








...SO I'll 
MAKE THIS 
WHITE 

OFUPA FINP 
THE EXIT. 










/ike ° rtKe C r da i+ \ 

/ 1 went -to E^>ypt, 

w 


I was impressed 
a lot during My 
travels. My keart 
&rew a little 
Bi«SiG>er, tkinkinc, 
tkine,s were all 
ri<=.Kt even +,000 
years a&o! 

I wer\t on a cruise 
•for tke first tiivie 
in My life at Lake 
Nasser, tke Bluest 
Man-Made lake in 
the world. It was 
a lake, so it didn't 
sMell like tke sea at 
all. I was out on tke 
decks every nie»kt 
and looked at the 
starry skies, and 
almost for&ot 
aBout tke everyday 
world. Tke skip was 
designed -for ISO 
passengers, But 
tkere were only 18 
people aBoard, so it 
was alMost as if 
we'd rented tke 
entire skip, and 
I was aBle to spend 
rv-iy tiivie very 
coMfortaBly. 

Ike last stop, tke 
Abu SifViBel teMples, 
was really wonder¬ 
ful! I alMost didn't 
want to return to 
Cairo! Sut Cairo 
kas tke Egyptian 
MuseuM. I almost 
cried wken I saw 
Icinti TutankkaMen's 
&old Mask 

And tkat was My 
Egyptian trip! 
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I U\6C0VeRBV 
THAT THE POISON 
POESN'T AFFECT 
ME IF I'M IN 
CONTACT WITH 
A KAMI... 


...SO I 
SNIPPEP OFF 
SOME OF YOUR 
HAIR WHILE 
YOU WERE 
ASLEEP. 


HAVE TO 
HOLD YOUR 
RAW 
WHILE WE 
W4LKEP. / 
























■ • 

si 


KIRIHIT 0! 






THE 

WHITE 

OFUVA 


























PREVIOUS 
ONE WAS 
OETTINO 
OLD. 


THIS 

ONE 

SHOULD 
LAST A 
THOU¬ 
SAND 
YEARS. 


MASTER'S 
STILL IN 









IF SHE 
IS ONLY 
HUMAN 


...SHE 15 
ALREAPY 
PEAP. 


PO you 

THINK A 
5HIN5HI 
CAN WIN 
ACAINST 





SH0ULP BE 
CAUGHT! 







1 

i ',',//// RIC-HT. AS 

u JO LOU& AS I'M 

\\L 

^crff 1 A 5HINSHI, 

/^~v\ 

/ / i I CAN'T WIN 


1 // AGAINST 

/ \ 

\ A KAMI. 

THAT'S \ 

A 

/ 

the way 



% i 

J rLEflSE l\\\\ 1 

N WAIT, WAK \ \ \\' 

J ICAMI-SAMAJ \\ ' \ 

lp||Jr 

ljj|| 


1 

\\!\p 






THE4PIPIT4 
OFTHE6HPINE 
WILL. WELCOME 
you TOO. 


I CANNOT 
LIVF IN 
A 4TUFFY 
PLACF LIFE A 
4HPINE. 


PO NOT 

woppy. 


BUTIFyOU 
BECOMEA 
4HIN6HI, YOU 
CANBFPyFP 
EITHER BLACF 
OP WHITE. 


THE 6HIN6HI 
CONTRACT WILL 
ALLOW YOU TO 
LIVE HERE. 




' l •,. ■ 


YOU'LL BE 
eouNPsy 
YOUR KAMI. 


X WILL 
SEND YOU 
TO YOUR 
MASTER! 


EVEN ml 

IP THE . 

SHINSHI 

CONTRACT 

^/SNOd 

MORE 


UWBR- 
STAW, 
TOMOB- 


INTO AH 
AYAKASUU 











...IS STILL 
OUR 

SHR/NS'S 

WORTHY 

SHINSHI- 

SAMA. 















I 



NBBP TO 
START OVER 
AGAIN 
ABOVB 
GROUNP. 


WHAT'S 
WRONG 
WITH THIS 
BOPY 








TOMOE. 


TOMOE. 


WAS SO 
W0RRIEP. 
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TOM0E-P0N0 
ABLE TO FINE? 
NJANAMI- 


SUN HAS 
TOMPLETEL/ 
SET 


K0TET5U, 















BROUGHT 
HIM UP TOO 
BECAUSE 
HE WAS 
WITH YOU 


H-H-H-HE/ 
WHAT'RE 
you D0IN6, 
T0M0E? 


...BUT 
WHAT 
IS HE? 


WOULDN'T 

MIND 

DROPPING 
HIM BACK 
IN THE 
LAND 
OF THE 





















Ky: 


M Art AMI- 


IS THIS 
WOMAN 
TO /OU? 






























s-ey 

THE 

way 


you CAN 

TRAMPLE 
ME AS 

you wish. 


WHERE'S 

TOMOE? 


i am so 
ANGRy WITH 
MySELp. 

I ACCOM¬ 
PANIED you 
HERE 


...BUT I 
COULDN'T 
DO AUY' 
THING WHEN 
you WERE 
IN DANGER. 


' HE N 
CARRIED 
ME HERE. 
THAT MEANS 
HE'S IN 
IZUMO. 


TAKING- A 
WALK. 


THB 

FOURTH 

tw/ 


IT'S BEEN 
ONiyA 
PEW DAys, 
BUT I PEEL 
LIKE A 
MONTH HAS 
PASSED 


! OP THE 
1 KAMU- 
\ | HAKARI 
IS IT?/ 












I HAVE \ 
HEARD 
ABOUT YOUR 
ADVENTURES 
INI THE LAND 
OF THE 
DEAD. / 


MALLET OF 
&00V LUCK 
HAS FINALLY 


MY 

PHONE 

KEEPS 

RINOINO 

WITH 

COMPLAINT 

CALLS. 


RETURNED 
/ TOME 


NOT TO 
WORRY, 
NOT TO 
WORRY. 





A&out the (V^arvG,a 


Chapter 4-3 

editor always 
-told rvie how 
stu&sorn Manarvii 
is, and I always 
thought “(Really? 1 
Burt she is 
stu&sorn! R.ealty! 


Chapter 4-4- 

"The hui\nan 
Kiri hi to is a 
college student. 
-He's a&out 
2J ^ears old. 



PRISON 

z>r 


LET US N 

HANPLE 

TOMOE, 

A NIP you PO 
YOUR WORK 
AT THE 
KAMU- 
HAKARI. 


TOMOE'S 
SINFUL ACT 
OF USINO 
THE MALLET 
TO TURN 
HIMSELF 
BACK INTO 
AN AyAKASHI 
CANNOT BE 
PARPONEP. 




Chapter 4-5 

I drew 32. pa&>es 
•for this chapter. 
Moooooo! 


Chapter 4-fc 

Because Okuni- 
nushi is a real 
kaivii, I take care 
when drawing 
hiivy... I wonder 
whether iv>v 
version is accept- 
a&le? I had Izurmo 
sosa too, and it 
was delicious. & 
l‘d like to thank 
editor who 
took (>oe there! 


Uk, I skould've 
vori+terv -tKis 
for CKap-ter +1. 
I'm sorry. s~~\ 









ri 



PLEASE 
TELL HER 
DIRECTLY, 
OKUNI- 
NUSHI- 
SAMA. 


CANNOT 
GO AlOHG 
WITH 
THAT 
PLAN. / 


I HAVE 
MY DOUBTS 
ABOUT 
WHETHER A 
HUMAN KAMI, 
A OIRL LIKE 
NANAMI, CAN 
CONTROL 
THAT BRUTAL 
YOKAI. 


TOMOE 
WAS THE 
SHINSHI 
OF THE 
PREVIOUS 
MIKAOE, 
BUT NANAMI 
SHOULD 
LET HIM 
GO. 


PROTECTING 

MySELF. 








THIS HEART¬ 
BREAKING, 
TOMOE- 


NEEV TO 
PITY ME. 


I THOUGHT I WAS 
PROTECTING HER... 


..BECAUSE I WAS 
HERSHINSHI, BUT.. 


...BUT 
I FINP IT 
HARP TO 
VO 60 IN 





















\ TOMOB. | 


■■ 

\ 1 









HAKARI 
IS STILL 
GOING 


T OLD ME 
YOU WERE 


you ALL 
RIGHT?! 

THEy 
HAVEN'T 
PONE ANY- 
I THINO TO 


I CAME 
TO MAKE 
YOU MY 
SHINSWI 


VECWE IF 
I BECOME 


FOREVER, 
VO YOU? 


5HIN5HI 
A&m OR 































IS SLOW 
DOINO 
HER 
WORK. 


' OHO, \ 
THAT'S THE 
HUMAN KAMI 
EVERYONE'S 
TALKING 


SHE Y~ 
FINISH IN V 
THREE / 


Mm PULLED V 
Vf A FAST ONE 
S ON IZANAMI- 
VI SAMA IN THE ! 
-M LAND OF THE j 
\ DEAD OR 
— A SOMETHING 


FOURTH 
DAY OF 
THE KAMU- 
. HAKARI. 


FOREHEAD 
IN TWO. 


ARB MY 
MATCH- 
/VWKIN£ 










wm ver 
YOU WORK 


MAKING 

OFUVA! 


_1 









































NOW I 
HAVETO 
THINK 
ABOUT 


TOMOE WAS 
ALWAYS WITH 
ME AFTER 
I BECAME 
KAM/SAMA. 


...WHAT 
\ I CAN 
90 FOR 
TOMOE 


...EVEN fi 
IF HEk f| 
ENPS UP 1 
LEAVING 
THE C- 
SHRINE. 


TO MAKE 
SURE HE'S 
FINE EVEN 
AFTER HE'S 




MOMO TAN, MY 

MIRACULOUS 
MEPICINE, WILL 
CURB ANY 
INJURY. 


THE WAR 
KAMI IS 
RECOVERING 
PROM HIS 
WOUNPS. 


THOUGH I 
CAN'T HEAL 
HIS WOUNPEP 
PRIPE PROM A 
MERE YOKAI 
SPLITTING HIS 
HEAP IN TWO. 





KNOW 


PON'T 
THINK 
YOU'LL 
JET IT 
FOR FREE, 
VO YOU? 


WHAT 
WILL YOU 
JIVE 
ME IN 
RETURN? 


’ ...(JIVE 
ME A 
LITTLE 
OF THAT 
MEPI- 
CINE? 


VO FOR 

roMoa. 
































nanami- 

cwm is 

DEPRESSED. 


TOMOE-KUN 
WANTS TO 
QUIT BEINO 
A SHINSHI. 


I PONT 
WANT you 
TO MAKE 
My MASTER 
CRy SO 


/ WHEN 
I WAS A 
SHINSHI, 

X FELT 
SECURE 
WHEN 
NANAMI 
WAS 

LAUQHINQ. 


...AND 

DASHED 


ALWAYS 
KNEW 
WHERE 
SHE WAS 


« BECAUSE \ 

■fr I WAS HER 

■ ■ 

SHINSHI. k 

g#;' ^ 

/ 

[T '" \ 


M fe, / EVEN IF 

THAT'S THE \ 
CONTRACT \ 
BETWEEN 

|S| I WASN'T 

;i: / BESIDE HER, 

X THOUGHT 
ABOUT 

A KAMI 

? \ NANAMI 

AND HER 

SHINSHI. 

\ EVERY DAY. 













...HERE'S 
A PARTINS 
SIFT FROM 
NANAMI- 
CHAN. 


THIS IS 
MAMORIN O- 
SAMI'S 
MOMOTAN. 


SHE 
ASKEP 
ME TO 
SlN/E IT 
TO YOU. 


YOU 

JUST 

LIKE 

H£R. 






AN AYAKASH! 
"HAS LOTS. OF ~ 
BNBM/BSlfm 


CANNOT 


.ACCEPT 


WHO'S 

THAT? 


rf/j ji/i III }i\ V\ 

I//I hi i ll \ 

li if fji ! f|//\\\ ' 

i:i/ II f/if in 1\ 
Hi ! ij| i\ | Ml 

3/Ml \ \\ III i! k 




k 


i Ilk 

if IK 

/x 

| ill V / u N 

!| in | \ ^ 


/ 


ii li I 

111 / 


\ 


BVBN IF 
WB'RB 
PARTING 
WAYS 


/ 


\ II 

U 


\ \/ / 


...I PONT, 
WANT HIM 
TO B a 
TBOUBLBP. 








WHAT A 
WONPERFUL 
PREAM... 


wm 

















igUgn 

OLJ 

SPa 

LJU 


' 




youv£ 

INL&VP 


p 

■i wrw 

1 f! NANAMI- 

CHAN. 

























YOU'Re 
BACK TO 
BBINO MY 
SHINSHI/ 


X PREAMT 
THAT 
TOMOE 
KISSEP ME 
WHILE 
I WAS 
ASLEEP. 


...I WISH 
I'P BEEN 
AWAKE. 


BUT 
IF IT 

WASN'T A 
PREAM 









KappWTOLPTHE 
' / CHEFS 
THAT YOU 


LUTELy 
LOVE SHII 


M0RNIN6, 

MIZUKI. 














' MAYBE 
HE DIDN'T 
WANT TO 
BECOME 
MY 

SHINSHI 
AGAIN? ) 






SEEM TO 
HAVE 
TIME ON 
VOUR 
HANDS 


7 ...AS \ 

' MIK AGZ V 

( SHRINE 
ONLY 
HAS 30 
PARISH- 

,0NER5 ' , 


A SHRINE 
THAT CAN 
HAVE A 
yOKAI 

SHINSHI AND 
SURVIVE IS 
INDEED 
DIFFERENT. 


TRULy 

ENVy 

you. 


/ \ HAVEN'T 

/ SEEN 

SLEEPING 

...BECAUSE MUCH 

OF ALL K. - 

THE MATCH- p-- 

MAKINC I 
HAVE SEEN / 

POINC / 


CAN'T DO 
I ALL THIS 
I ALONE. 


























WAtfO, THIS 
HAPTENS /; 
EVEfcV VEAtt. 
whv no you 
AUWAVS FAUU 
ASUEEP?!^ 








/ yOU'RE 
TOMOE, 
WHO USED 
TO BE 4 
WILD FOX. 


SHINSHI. 


WHAT you 
PIP TO 
THE WAR 


SKUNINUSHI 
TOLP ME 
NOT TO GO 
ON A RAM- 
PAOE INSIPE 
THE OYA- 


BUT 
WHAT 
TO PO 












THOUGHT 
IV GO 
SHOPPING 
IN THE 
HUMAN 
WORLP 


..so com 
WITH m 
IF YOU'RE 
FREE. 


WHERE 
VO YOU 
WANT 
TO GO, 
NANAMI? 












A&ou-t the iviane,a 


Chapter +1 

I wish I could've 
drawn iviore scenes 
where -the -two 
&iO sightseeing in 
Izunoo, e»ut Because 
oP how -the 
story went, 

-there weren'-t 
enough pa^es. t> 
Izurvio was a 
wonder-Pul place! 


Chapter *4-8 

Mow -tha-t I -think 
a&out i-t, -the 
chapters in Voluivie 
8 -tell one story 
as a whole, like 
Volume ip did. 

I -think -there were 
a couple one-shots 
in Volume 9. 

Which -Porrviat 
do you prefer? 



I WANT 
TO GO TO 
IZUMO 
TAISHA IN 
THE HUMAN 
WORLD AND 
BUY A 


I'VE 
BEEN 
IN THE 
KAMI- 
SAMA 
WORLD 
SINCE I 
CAME TO 
IZUMO 


\ tsur h 
\ OOOD-LUCK 
\ CHARM. 


1 I WANT 
TO SET A 
PAPER 
FORTUNE 


...SO l 
HAVEN'T 
DONE 
ANY 
SIOHT- 
SEEINO 
YET. 


...AND 
I ALSO 
WANT 
TO EAT 
SOBA. 


THE OYA- 
SHIRO IN 
THE HUMAN 
WORLD 
HAS LOTS 
OF WOR¬ 
SHIPPERS. 


; THE \ 
KAMI- 
ARISAI 
FESTIVAL 
IS COINS 
ON NOW. 










why don't 
you say 
youR 
PRAYERS 
DIRECTLY 
TO OKUNI- 
\ NUSHI? 


you 

OOTTA OET 
A PAPER 
y FORTUNE 


...WHEN 
you 
COME 
TO THE 
SHRINE/ 


' OH? IT 
POESN'T 
SAY 
"OREAT 
LUCK" OR 
ANYTHING. 


THIS IS 
THE SAME 
PLACE, 
BUT IT'S 
DIFFERENT. 
IT'S 

STRANOE. 


WHY 

DON'T you 
JUST ASK 
OKUNI- 
NUSHI? 


THE 
HUMAN 
WORLD 
IS NICE. 














ANP THE 
?00V IS 
GOOV. 


Izuivio 


speeial-ty :: 
Wari&o 
so&a 


THAT'S 
CUZ YOU 
SKIPPED 
BREAKFAST 
SINCE YOU 
WOULDN'T 
EAT THE 
SHIITAKE. 


THAT'S 1 

NOT 

WHY. 


WORSHIPPING 
TOGETHER 
AT A MATCH¬ 
MAKING 
SHRINE AND 
EATING SOBA. 


IN THE 
HUMAN 
WORLD, 
THAT'S LIKE 
A DATE, 
RIGHT? 










t 


m 









I vo you X 

THINK 
WEARING 
A T-SHIRT 
TO THE 
K^MU- 
HAK4RI IS/ 


SHOULPVE 
WASHEP 
My OTHER 
SHIRT/ 


x you 

SHOULP 
ALWAYS BE 
PREPAREP 
FOR 

ANyTHINO. 


OTHERWISE 

you PANIC 

OVER 

SOMETHING 
LIKE THIS- 












YOU'Re 

TAKING 

YOUR 

SHIRT 

OFF?! 


3UT...I 'M 
WEARING A 
CAMISOLE 


SHOULPN'T 
TAKE yOUR 
CLOTHES 
OFF SO 
CASUALLy 
IN FRONT OF 
A MAN. 


WHERE I 
CAN'T SEE 

you. 



















X SHALL 
TAKE IT 
OFF FOR 

you. 









I'M YOUR 
SHINSHI, SO 
IT POES NOT 
MATTER, 
POES IT? 




158 







TOMOE! 


HOWEVER, 
THERE ARE 
THINGS I 
CANNOT DO 
ANYTHING 
ABOUT. 


...MIGHT 
NOT SEEM 
LIKE IT, BUT I 
TRY TO BE 
CONSIDERATE 
AND ACT 
APPROPRIATELY 


THINGS 
THAT ARE 
BEYOND MY 
CONTROL. 


n CAUSE 
I'M A 
SACRED 
SHINSHI. 
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■HHH 


I CAN 
CHOOSE 
My MASTER, 
BUT I 
CANNOT 
CHOOSE MY 
PARTNER. 


ALREAPy 

PEEL 

SMALL 

BECAUSE 

op you- 

KNOW- 

WHO 


FOX DOESN'T 
THINK ABOUT 


...ANP 
NANAMI- 
CHAN EVEN 
THREW ME 
OUT. 


WHEN I 
TOUCHEP 
HER, I 
UNPER- 

stoop. 


FOUNP 

HER 

WARMTH 

SO 

LOVABLE. 



fciBjMMBi 






v YOU'RB 
WORKINO 
HARP SO 
BARLY 
r IN THE 
- MORNINO. 


m THINK 
YOU'Re AN 
BYB60RB! 


/ PON'T 

/ you 
' HAVE 
ANYTHING 
ELSE TO 


I KNOW 
WHAT 
THIS 

suy's 

REALLy 

LIKE. 


...ANP 
COMMITTEP 
A TABOO BY 
BAILING IN 
LOVE WITH 
A HUMAN 
WOMAN. 


I HEARP 
ABOUT IT 
PROM MY 
MASTER. 


LONO TIME 
AGO, HE 
PUT THE 
WORLP INTO 
CHAOS WITH 
AN OORE 


SO PEEPIN G 
THE CARP IS 
THE ONLY 
THINS- THAT 
A WILP POX 
SHINSHI 
CAN PO. 
















who 

roiv 

you 

ABOUT 

THIS? 


VIOLENT 
FOX/ I'LL 
TELL ON 
oKUNINUSHI- 
SAMA. 


ANSWER 

ME- 

















u 







WHAT’4 
TH5 fAATT&fc, 
HUMAN 
/-AMI? 
YOU’VE 
AWFUUUY 
CPAN/-Y. 


NOTHING. 

I'M JUST 
TALKING TO 
fA/eeiF! 


A NAME 
POWN 


[\ . 

-/ PARN... 

IHAVE TO 
; CONCEN¬ 
TRATE 


WHEN I'M 

MATCH¬ 

MATCH¬ 

MAKING... 

MAKING 

imum 

jk "' yf 

...ISA 

i 

STRANGE 

tim m 














TKar\k you Por 
readme, -tKis -Par! 


14 s you Kave any 
coiVilVierA-ts, I'd &e 
Kappy iP you ser\d 
let-ters -to 
-tKe PollOwinGj 
address... 


Julietta Suzuki 
c/o SKojo B>eat 
VIZ- Media, LLC 
P.O. E>o* TIOIO 
Sar\ Praocisco 
CA 94-10! 


TKar\k you! © 


I pray Proivi rny 
Keart t4at voe'll 
se a&le -to iv>eet 
ir\ t4e rext 
volutvie as voell. 


-Julie-tta Suzuki 











TSUKURI 
ONSEN. 
THE ONSEN 
\ WAS SO 
\ NICE. 


OTO-1 

HIKO, 

WHERE 


wzy om 


HOW'S 

WORK 

OOINO? 


SO WHAT 
I VO YOU 
THINK OF 
THE KAMU- 
HAKARI, 
k OIRL? 


pip you 

LEARN A 
LITTLE? 








.CONNECTED 
TO OTHER 
PEOPLE'S 
THREADS. 


BONDS 
CREATE 
MORE 
BONDS, 
AND THE 
THREAPS 
GROW 
LONGER. 


EVERYONE 
MEETS 
OTHER 
PEOPLE 
WHEN 
THEY'RE 
READY 
FOR IT. 


I MAY BE 
TALKING 
WITH YOU 
NOW THANKS 
TO SOME 
BONO 
BETWEEN 
US. 


EVERYTHING 
HAS BEEN 
CONNECTED 
SINCE LONO 
AGO. 








TOW'S 
THE LAST 
VAY Of 
THE KAMU- 
HAKARI. 





HOW'RE 

you 

FEELING 
NOW? 
TELL ME 
ABOUT 
IT. 


YOU'RE \ 
AWFULLY 
IN-YOUR- 
FACE 

NOWADAYS. 


CUZ I \ 
DON'T 
LIKE THE 
WAY 
THINOS 
ARE 
OOINO. 


NEED TO 
WORRY 
ABOUT 








...HAVE NO 
INTENTION 
OF PAIRING 
UP WITH A 
HUMAN. 


-HfWVy '"vp 


I'M 

REARY. 


HAVE 

I TIER THE 
SASH THE 
RISHT 

my? 


OTOHIKO 

HELPER 

ME. 


YOU'RE 




































ESCORT 

NANAtAl- 


SHOULP 
X GO 
OUT AW 
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GlAV TO. 

YOU ATTBNDBD 
THE KAMU- 
HAKARI 
EVERy DAY 
IN R AGS, 

60 I WAS 
WORRIER 
HOW you'D 


THANKS 
FOR THE 
KIMONO. 


JOB WITH 
YOUR 
PUTIES. 





NANAMI 
CAN'T PRINK 
YET, 60 I 
SHALL HAVE 
A SIP 
INSTEAP. 


I WISH 
TOMOS- 
KUN WOULU 
JUST l?IB 










YOU FOR 
SHOWING 
MB THE 
WAY ON 
THE FIRST 
RAY 


MKAGB- 









GOOD 
JOB 
AT THE 
KAMU- 

HAKARI. 


youvE 
/VWTUREP 
SO MUCH IN 
JUST ONE 










SEE TOMOE 
NOW, My 20 
YEARS AWAY 
WOULP HAVE 
BEEN FOR 
NOTHING. 


I PO NOT 
INTENP TO 
SEE TOMOE 
UNTIL HE 
POES NOT 
NEEP ME 
ANYMORE. 





vo you 

KNOW WHY 
HUMANS ANV 
AYAKASH\ 
ARE 

FOR8IPPEN 
TO FALL IN 
LOVE WITH 
EACH 

, OTHER? / 


A j 

n f \ 


If \ 1 NO 

Wf 

A l“J 

i ^ 






TO LOVE 
ANV YEARN 
TOR 

SOMEONE 


...IS 

THEREFORE 
A VERY 
RISKY ACT 
FOR AN 
AYAKASHI. 


I HAVE 
MARE HIM 
FOR&ET 
ABOUT HER 
FOR NOW 


...BUT I 
CANNCfT 
ALLOW 
THAT TO 
LAST 
FOREVER. 


ANV THAT 
WAS TRUE 
FOR TOMOE, 


THEN.. 

WHY 


...PIP YOU 
HAVE ME 
ANV TOMOE 


Ii 

ii / \ 


j J *ES. \ 

j 

1 ] TOMOE 


| HAV HIS 

' r 1 / 

II n 

j| REASONS 

SL_^ \U 

\ / 










TOMOE 


...THINKS 

HUMANS 

ARE 

FLEETING 


...AW IS 
AFRAIP O F 
6ETTIN6 
INVOLVE? 
WITH THEM. 


X BELIEVE 
YOU CAN 
TEACH HIM 
THAT 
HUMANS 
ARE NOT 
WEAK. 


I WANT 
TO BINP 
TOMOE'S TIES 
TO HUMANS 
ONCE MORE 


...SO THAT 
HE TAKES 
YOUR HANP 
INSTEAP OF 







The Otherworld 


Ayakashi is an archaic term for yokai. 

Kami are Shinto deities or spirits. The word can be used for a range 
of creatures, from nature spirits to strong and dangerous gods. 

Kamuhakari is the weeklong convocation of lcami at Izumo 
Oyashiro shrine, in October of the lunar calendar. Therefore in the 
lunar calendar, October is called Kamiarizuki (month-with-kami) 
in Izumo, and Kannazuki (month-without-kami) in other regions. 
Festivals are held at Izumo Oyashiro during the Kamuhakari. 

Onibi-wavashi are like will-o’-the-wisps. 

Shikigami are spirits that are summoned and employed by onmyoji 
(Yin-Yang sorcerers). 

Shinshi are birds, beasts, insects or fish that have a special 
relationship with a lcami. 

Tochigami (or jinushigami) are deities of a specific area of land. 


Hononfics 


-chan is a diminutive most often used with babies, children or 
teenage girls. 

-dono roughly means “my lord,” although not in the aristocratic 
sense. 

-hime means princess, although a Japanese princess is not the same 
as a Western one and isn’t necessarily the daughter of a king. 

-kun is used by persons of superior rank to their juniors. It can 
sometimes have a familiar connotation. 

-sama is used with people of much higher rank. 

-san is a standard honorific similar to Mr., Mrs., Miss, or Ms. 


Notes 


Page 12, panel 1: Ofuda 

A strip of paper or a small wooden tablet that acts as a spell. 

Page 17, panel 7: 350 yen 
About US $4.50. 

Page 21, panel 2: Izanami 

Japanese goddess of creation and death, and wife of creator god 
Izanagi. She died giving birth to Kagu-tsuchi (a fire deity) and 
now rules the land of the dead. 

Page 21, sidebar: nabe, kotatsu 

Nabe is a type of hot pot or stew. Kotatsu are low tables with 
special heaters underneath. A thick tablecloth/blanket keeps in 
the heat. 

Page 145, panel 1: Paper fortune 

Omikuji , or paper fortunes, are offered at many shrines, and it is 
traditional to draw them at festivals. 

Page 145, panel 2: Kamiarisai festival 

The festival held by humans during the Kamuhakari. 

Page 147, panel 1: Warigo soba 

A style of soba served in Izumo. The noodles are served in three 
stacked bowls, with condiments on the side including green 
onions and seaweed. 

Page 172, panel 2: Onsen 
Hot springs. 
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